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Babies born early are more likely to be rehospitalized, regardless 
of their birth weight.6

Your baby needs every week of pregnancy  
to grow and develop, both inside and out1-3

During your pregnancy, you can see your baby’s growth happening on sonograms  
and with your growing belly. What you may not know is that your baby continues  

to grow and develop even in the last few weeks until your due date.  
Important development is happening inside of baby’s body that you can’t see on a sonogram.  

This is why staying pregnant to full term helps give your baby a healthy start.
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GROWTH
 you can’t see

Around Week 35,  
the brain is only  
2/3 the size of a  
full-term baby’s3

Breathing, sucking, and 
swallowing reflexes are 
not ready until 34 weeks 
or later.
An early birth may cause 
feeding and nutrition 
problems3,5

Lungs continue to 
develop until the 
end of pregnancy, 
and babies may  
have trouble 
breathing if  
born early3

May not have enough 
body fat to keep  
temperature steady 
until Week 373,5

Liver is not  
mature enough  

to remove  
bilirubin and  

prevent  
jaundice until  

full term3,5

Hearing is 
not fully 

developed  
until full  

term4


